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2022 Impact Report



45th Annual  
Vancouver International 
Children’s Festival
May 31 – June 12, 2022

Mission
The Vancouver International Children’s Festival inspires and motivates young minds 
with professional artistic experiences that transform a child’s understanding of the 
world around them and what is creatively possible.

By delivering new and diverse world-class live performances, we open a world of 
creative possibilities. A world in which future generations build on the passion for art 
and performance we share with them today.

What Guides Us
•	 SIMPLE: We make it easy for a family or class to spend a day being creatively 

playful at our family festival.

•	 FUN TOGETHER: We make activities fun and creatively adventurous for kids and 
adults to enjoy together

•	 QUALITY: We surprise you every year with the extraordinary quality of our 
programming and our performers.

•	 CREATIVITY: Imagination and artistic ingenuity governs our decision-making. We 
are comfortable taking creative risks.

•	 LOCAL: We look for ways to incorporate and celebrate BC artists.

•	 GLOBAL: We demand diversity in emotional experience: in people, language, ideas, 
attitudes and culture.

•	 ARTISTIC RISK: Our mission is to always look for new and different work that 
pushes the boundaries for young audiences 6 months - 13 years of age.



Report from 
Katharine Carol, Artistic  
& Executive Director

The Vancouver International Children’s Festival Society (VICFS) 
returned with an in-person festival in 2022. It was wonderful to 
present artists live on stage again! What a thrill to witness the joy 
on the faces of the children and the adults who come with them 
as they engaged with the artists in person. We also presented 
some artists virtually to ensure we reached children outside Metro 

Vancouver who could not attend the Festival on Granville Island. Thank you for 
coming back and helping us bring the 2022 Festival to life.

What makes the Festival successful year after year are the people who continue to 
build and move the VICFS forward. I would like to extend a huge thank you to the 
Board of Directors, staff, production & technical crew, performers, and volunteers 
who commit their time and energy to the production and presentation of work for 
young audiences.

As an arts charity we depend upon the generous funding from many people 
and organizations. My heartfelt thanks go out to all our donors, sponsors and 
government funders who keep the Festival relevant and recognize its importance 
within the Vancouver arts scene. Without your assistance, we would not be able to 
produce this exciting arts festival for children – thank you for all you do to support 
the VICFS!

I look forward to seeing you all again in-person in 2023!

Sincerely,

Katharine Carol, Artistic & Executive Director

The Vancouver International Children’s Festival Society is a registered non-profit charity:  
CRA #118833532RR0001.



Spirit and Tradition Dancers of Damelahamid (Gitxsan/Cree)
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The Vancouver International Children’s Festival Society 
acknowledges that we create and work on the ancestral, traditional, 
stolen and unceded territories of the həq̓əmiə speaking 
xwməθkwəm (Musqueam) and səl̓ílwətaʔɬ (Tsleil-Watuth) 
people and the speaking Swwú7mesh Sníchim speaking 
Swwú7mesh (Squamish) people. We acknowledge the  
on-going genocides of Indigenous peoples by Canada, particularly 
the atrocities committed against children. We commit to work with 
the Indigenous Peoples of this land to raise the voices of Indigenous 
children through creativity and play.

Our Commitment 
to Reconciliation



The Festival was honoured to have Tsatsu Stalqayu  
(Coastal Wolfpack) open the 2022 Festival with their beautiful  
songs and dances.

Indigenous Arts with Christine Mackenzie, Kwakiutl  
First Nation Artist



Celebrating Diversity
You helped us bring new 
and diverse stories to 
13,327 children, teachers 
and families!

You committed to creating a 
Festival with unique shows 
and perspectives that 
brought us closer together.

Jacky Essombe at the African Pavilion 

Bhangra Dance 
Workshop Gurp Sian (BC)

“I love how this festival  
supports new faces and art,  
and makes space for them  
on the festival stages, to share 
their traditions, cultural  
practices and creative  
expression.”  
- 2022 Festival Attendee



Anansi The Spider Respun Unicorn Theatre (United Kingdom)

Parents Are Still A Drag Zee Zee Theatre (BC) 



You came together to bring a Relaxed Performance  
to 189 audience members who benefited from a  
more relaxed performance experience. 

Ginalina (British Columbia)

Relaxed Performance



In 2022 the Festival worked with consultants to develop an 
accessible website. It was important that the VICF website  
reflect the Festival’s inclusive values and to make it accessible  
to people of all abilities. The new ChildrensFestival.ca was  
built with everyone in mind regardless of their level of ability  
and we will continue to improve the user experience for everyone 
in the future. 

Accessibility



Future Music
A showcase performance of 6 dynamic and talented QT+IBPOC 
artists that took part in the FM Music residency program. The 
Festival and Rup Sidhu are the proud creators and producers 
of the FM: Future Music Mentorship Program presented in 
partnership with ArtStarts in Schools, Apparatus and the Sarah 
McLachlan School of Music. 

You opened the door to new exciting voices that reflect  
the world we live in.

Missy D performing at Future Music

This project is generously supported by Creative BC and the Province of British Columbia through  
the AMPLIFY BC industry Initiatives Program and the BC Arts Council.



Arts Education
With arts funding in schools 
continuing to decline, now 
more than ever experiences 
like the Children’s Festival 
play a pivotal role in the arts 
education of BC children.  
For most, a visit to the Festival 
is their first experience at a 
live performance.

You helped 4,500  
school children experience 
a live performance at  
the Festival.

“It is so unique in the way it is 
set up for kids! You get such a 
sense that they feel honoured 
and respected by such rich 
activities and performances 
that are created just for them.” 

- 2022 Teacher Attendee



Your support  
allowed the Festival 
to provide Online 
programming to  
710 school children  
in remote areas  
from across BC.

Art Knows  
No Boundaries

The Girl Who Forgot to Sing Badly Theatre Lovett (Ireland)
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The Children’s Festival is 
committed to providing French 
Programming to the BC French 
Community and the 60,000  
(and growing) French immersion 
and Francophone students in BC. 

You brought French  
students to the Festival to 
experience French language 
and culture outside of the 
classroom.

Africa Oyé Jacky Essombe and friends     
(BC with roots in Cameroon, Benin, Guinea, South Africa, Zimbabwe)

Won’Ma Africa Kalabanté 
Productions (Guinea/Québec)

French  
Programming



Building a Community
The support of donors 
helps us enrich the lives 
of children and ensure the 
Festival remains affordable 
and accessible to everyone 
through our community 
programs such as:

Hospital 
Outreach 
The Hospital Outreach Program 
brings the Festival experience 
to children receiving treatment 
and hospice care at child-centre 
healthcare facilities. Children 
unable to leave their facilities can 
experience the Festival and benefit 
from the healing power of music 
and laughter.

You brought a smile to the 
faces of 33 sick children  
and their families.

Fred Penner at 
Canuck Place

“I can’t tell you how appreciative we are to have you folks bring 
these shows to the children and families of Canuck Place. To 
spend the afternoon together, creating memories and taking in 
these special moments – especially after two years of limited  
in-person events – was so precious – probably even more so for  
our families whose time together may be limited.”  
- L. Fielding, Canuck Place Therapist



Good 
Neighbours
The Good Neighbours Program 
provides a day of learning, laughter 
and inspiration for children and 
their families who would otherwise 
be unable to attend the Festival.

You gave a day of fun to 64 
low-income families.

“The kids had so much fun  
at the Festival. It was a great 
experience for them to see  
the live performances, 
especially since there have  
been so few opportunities  
over the past few years.  
They were singing and  
clapping along and dancing  
in their seats.” 



Adopt a Class
This program provides a day filled 
with laughter, awe and learning 
for elementary school children 
attending enhance support schools 
across Metro Vancouver. 

With your help 1,011 
disadvantaged school 
children experienced an arts 
performance this year.

"This was the first time 
some of our students had 
ever attended a live theatre 
performance and what 
a blessing for it to have 
been one that focuses on 
Indigenous knowledge, 
sustainability and the 
interconnectedness of 
all things. This was a 
treasured moment for our 
students and a beautiful 
opportunity to connect 
them to the arts of 
Vancouver.”  
- 2022 Adopt a Class Recipient



For over 10 years, the 
Festival’s Youth for Youth 
program has been providing 
outstanding mentorship to 
emerging artists and young 
people ages 15-24. The 
program develops the artistic 
skills of young artists and 
gives them the opportunity  
to showcase their work at  
the Festival.

Your support allowed  
6 emerging artists to  
shine and grow.

Emerging Artists

One of a Kind 2022 cast

“One of a kind was such 
a rewarding and magical 
experience. I learned so 
much about writing and 
unearthing truths from 
our past, and I loved the 
process of creating from 
paper to stage. Working 
with a group to create a 
whole play from scratch 
was a huge learning 
experience. This whole 
opportunity enhanced my 
curiosity as a theatre artist 
and makes me excited for 
my future in the arts.” 
Filip Fufezan, Performer/Writer,  
One of a Kind 2022 



Volunteers
The Festival relies on a large 
team of volunteers. Thank you 
for donating your time, energy 
and enthusiasm to help us 
deliver a successful event! 

398 volunteers dedicated 
over 5,664 hours to make 
the Festival come to life.

“I had an absolute blast  
every day I volunteered  
at the Festival. It was 
wonderful to see how  
much the kids were  
enjoying themselves,  
even when the rain  
flooded the Activity  
Village! Working with  
so many people really  
made me appreciative  
of all our differences  
that make us unique.” 



Special Events
The Festival is involved with many special events throughout 
the year. It’s an opportunity to provide the Festival’s intelligent, 
thoughtful and quality programming all year long. 

Burt the Beetle Doesn’t  
Bite With Ashley Spires  
Presented with  Vancouver Writers Fest - October 20, 2021

Vancouver 
Christmas Tree 
Lighting 
November 26, 2021

On The Trapline: David A. Robertson  
Presented with  Vancouver Writers Fest - October 19, 2021



53 
Society Members

13 
Board Members

7 
National Artists

83 
Local Artists

15 
Art Installations / 

Activities

13 
Days

12 
Year-round  

staff members

81 
Contract  

Staff Members

80 
Shows and Events

9 
Venues

8 
International Artists

Numerically 
Speaking



2022 Financials

Public  

50% Private  

38% 

Earned 

12%

Expenses

Revenue

Artistic Outreach  
& Production

66%

Admin  

34% 



Thank you to our  
donors and supporters

You did this for us! All the financial support the VICF receives allows us to create this  
rich annual arts experience for our young audience and the adults who come with them.  

We could not do it without you. Thank you so much!

Staff Credits
Artistic & Executive Director  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Katharine Carol
Development Manager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Marika Kovalcikova
Communications & Marketing Manager . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              Joanne Da Silva
Operations Manager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           Leanne Zacharias
Audience Services Manager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Kelly Creelman
Volunteer Coordinator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               Carmen Mills
Production Manager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             David Kerr (DK)
Technical Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jeremy Baxter
School & Information Administrator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Pavanjot Daley
Bookkeeper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   Ewa Borkowska

A huge shout out to our fantastic crew!

Many thanks to our awesome interns and volunteers!

Pots of Gold 
$5K+
Diamond Foundation • Mirhady 
Family Fund, held at Vancouver 
Foundation • The Estate of John 
Robert (JR) Seifred • The Estate 
of Lynne Harrison • Timothy C 
Kerr Foundation

Unicorns 
$1000–$4999
Andrew Mahon Foundation  
• Connor, Clark & Lunn 
Foundation • Lohn Foundation • 
McCarthy Tetrault Foundation • 
Paul Dumontet in honor of Leslie 
Silverman • Teresa Sutherland 
• The Christopher Foundation 
• The Hamber Foundation • 
The Lutsky Family Foundation • 
Vancouver Kidsbooks • Walmart 
• Sandman Suites • Parallel 49 
Brewing Company • Prince of 
Whales Adventures

Butterflies 
$500–$999
Christina Ling Mei Tang • Karen 
Basran • Kirandeep Basran  
• Revelstoke Moutain Resort 
• The Sutton Place Hotel 
Revelstoke • Xin Liu

Dragonflies 
$100–$499
Alex and Esther Alexander  
• Andrea Hilder • Ann Marie 
Mossman • Anne Sterling  
• Barbara Creighton in honor 

of Sarah Ralston • Barbara 
Fousek • Bruce Meyers • Caitlin 
Hertzman • Cameron Wilson 
• Catherine Chew • Cecilia 
Lei • CHAO Liu • Chris Patrick 
• Dan Ruo Wang • Debbie 
Chan • Edward Young • Eric 
Wong • Gerald Murenbeeld 
• Guang (Tom) Zhu • Hilary 
Davis • Jason Dubois • Jeffrey 
Nairn • Jordan Beach • Joyti 
Gandham • Katharine Carol 
• Kevin Deschamps • Lewis 
Huey • Louise DeGagné • 
Martin Bruckner • Mee Young 
Aird • Megan Ellis • Mike 
Brittain • Mike Mines • Minna 
Schendlinger • Nicole Yeasting  
• Paul Dumontet • Paul Stewart 
• Peter Lang • Pradeep Nair  
• Sally & Wilfrid Mennell • Sonia 
St. Aubin • Tom Stulberg • Violet 
Tam • Wei He

Fireflies 
Up to $99
Alaleh Adib • Alice Muthoni 
Murage • Amy Peck • Anita 
Leonoff • Anna Williams • Anne 
Lissett • Anthony Pui-wang Or  
• Antonina Volegova • Austin He 
• Braden Lauer • Bryan Short • 
Bryan Wong • Caitlin Hertzman  
• Cameron Glegg • Cameron 
Mackenzie • Carey Yuen  
• Cari Wong • Carole Higgins  
• Carolina MacHado De Carvalho 
• Cathleen Gingrich • Cathy 
Ebbehoj • Chelsea Werrun  
• Chloe Derksen • Christine 
Lyons • Courtney Inman • Dea 

Freschi • Diana Stewart-Imbert  
• Dylan Lobo • Efrat Gal'Or 
• Elizabeth Bowen • Ellen 
Claitman • Ellie Earl • Elliot 
Neck • Emonil Dong • Frank 
Poulsen • Gerardine Keane  
• Gosia Santor • Grace Li  
• Heather Armstrong • Heidi 
Hood • Honor Roan • Ilker 
Fide • Jacky Essombe • 
Jacqueline Zhang • Jeanie 
Ow • Jeff Christianson • 
Jeremiah Oristall • Jessica 
Gutteridge • Johnathan Kinash 
• Johnny Yuen • Julia Lemieux 
• Kathleen Delorme • Katie 
Ungard • Kevin C • Kevin 
Campbell • Kevin Macleod • 
Kevin Uribe • Kieran Davey  
• Kim Thé • Kimberley MacLean 
• Klara Sedlacek • Kristina 
Gamboa • Krystal Kiran • 
Laurene Chu • Le Yi Chu • Lien 
Schmidt • Lily Xie • Linda de 
Luca • Lindy Sisson • Luke 
and Erin Alexander • Mairin 
Deery • Marian Rankin • Marika 
Kovalcikova in honour of Mia's 
B-Day • Marnie Perrin • Martha 
Sayfy • Maureen L. MacDonald  
• Megan MacLean • Michael 
Waugh • Michelle Allan  
• Mistrale Lepage • Mojgan 
Nozari • Natasha Jeshani  
• Natassia Brow • Olivia Zeng • 
Pat Rundell • Patrick Fergusson  
• Patti Davis • Pavneet Grewal 
• Peeranut Visetsuth • Phil 
Haines • Randi Edmundson  
• Raymond Zeng • Rick Bell  
• Robert Beck • Ron Eagleston 

• Rose Smith • Ruhamah 
Buchanan • Saleema Dhalla 
• Samad Raza • Sara Getz in 
HONOUR of Katharine Carol's 
Birthday!!! • Sarah Frood  
• Shana Alexander in Honour 
of Baby Riley! • Sheri Briggs 
• Shota Inoda • Smitha 
Vidyasagar • Solmaz Mortez 
• Stefania Gomez • Steven 
Hobkirk • Susan Peerless  
• Vancouver Plumbing Doctor 
Ltd • Vivian Tong  
• Westside Montessori Academy 
• Zhengming Song

LadyBugs 
in kind
Kicking Horse Coffee • Nature’s 
Path • Lee’s Donuts • Go 
Wireless • I.S.S. of BC • MAKE 
Vancouver • Aché Brasil  
• Talking Stick Festival • Terra 
Breads • Granville Island Ferries 

Board of 
Directors
Christina Ling Mei Tang, Chair
Kevin Campbell, Treasurer
Eric Wong, Secretary
Louise DeGagné
Violet Tam
Olivia Zeng
Natasha Jeshani
Kieran Davey
Jason Dubois
Cameron Wilson
Samad Raza
Jenna Visram



Festival Partners

community partners

Media Sponsors

Government Funders

We acknowledge the support of the  
Canada Council for the Arts. 

Nous remercions le Conseil des arts  
du Canada de son soutien.

Thank you to our sponsors



ChildrensFestival.ca

To learn more about the impact you or your organization can make, 
contact Marika Kovalcikova, Development Manager 
development@childrensfestival.ca | 604-708-5655

Vancouver International Children’s Festival
1360 East 3rd Ave. Vancouver, BC V5N 5R8  Canada


